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Natural Shoreline Environment Designation: 
Management Policies and Uses/Modifications



OVERVIEW:

ÅReview: Purpose and Criteria

ÅȰ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ ÓÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

Å-ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ 0ÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ ÓÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅ

Å5ÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ -ÏÄÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ 
shoreline



PROCESS

Uses and Modifications allowed in each Designation
Staff, based on Task Force input to Management Policies; 
Task Force review at beginning of each following meeting

Development Standards (Regulations)
Staff generate draft. Circulate at a later date for Task Force Review

Environment Designations: Purpose and Criteria
Task Force and Staff

Environment Designation Management Policies
Task Force and Staff



MASTER PROGRAM ENVIRONMENT DESIGNATION

USE ACTIVITY Urban Semi-Rural Rural Conservancy 
Conservancy
Public 
Lands

Natural

Agricultural Practices P P P P P X

Aquaculture Practices P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C X

Anchorage of Large Vessels P C C C C X

Archaeological Areas and 
Historic Sites

P P P P P C

Boat Launches and Marine 
Railways

P P P C P X

Breakwaters P P P C P X

Commercial Development P P C C C X

Dredging C C C C C X

EXAMPLE: 

EXISTING (1970s era) USE / MODIFICATIONS MATRIX by Designation

P= permitted with SSDP    C= Conditional Use Permit     X= Prohibited



REVIEW:
Natural Designation Purpose [WAC 173-26-211(5)(a)(i)]

To protect those shoreline areas that are relatively free 
of human influence or that include intact or minimally 
degraded shoreline functions intolerant of human use. 
These systems require that only very low intensity uses 
be allowed in order to maintain the ecological functions 
and ecosystem-wide processes. Restoration of degraded 
shorelines should be planned within this environment.



Largely undisturbed portions of shoreline areas such as wetlands, 
estuaries, unstable bluffs, coastal dunes, spits, and ecologically intact 
shoreline habitats both in and out of the UGA or LAMIRD. Assign if any of 
the following characteristics apply:

1) The shoreline is ecologically intact and therefore currently performing 
an important, irreplaceable function or ecosystem-wide process that 
would be damaged by human activity

2) The shoreline is considered to represent ecosystems and geologic types 
that are of particular scientific and educational interest

3) The shoreline is unable to support new development or uses without 
significant adverse impacts to ecological functions or risk to human safety.

REVIEW:
Natural Designation Criteria  [WAC 173-26-211(5)(a)(iii)]



ΫγαΪÓ ÅÒÁ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ 3ÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅÓ

Total Segments:   10

ÅStavis(water only) 
ÅGuillemont Cove Park
ÅTekiu Point
ÅMisery Point spit
ÅPort Gamble Bay (spit at 
Gamble Creek estuary 
only)
ÅAnderson Landing 
(estuary only)
ÅNorth Spit
ÅFoulweatherBluff 
Preserve (portions only)
ÅOlalla Estuary
ÅBlake Island



άΪΫΫ $ÒÁÆÔ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ 3ÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅÓ

Total segments:     41  



ÅFoulweatherBluff
ÅBuck Lake (west side) 

ÅPoint No Point- N.Pilot Point
ÅPilot Point - N.Eglon
ÅFoulweatherBluff Preserve
ÅNorth Spit

άΪΫΫ $ÒÁÆÔ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ 3ÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅÓ

FoulweatherBluff Preserve



ÅW. Port Gamble Bay (portion)

ÅMiller Lake
ÅDo-Kag-Wats Marsh
ÅCarpenter Estuary

Do-Kag-Wats Marsh

άΪΫΫ $ÒÁÆÔ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ 3ÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅÓ



ÅAnderson Landing Park and shoreline to the west
ÅPocket estuaries south of Bangor
ÅChico Creek headwaters wetland
ÅS. Burke Bay
ÅChico Creek, above railroad
ÅKitsap Lake Wetland

άΪΫΫ $ÒÁÆÔ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ 3ÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅÓ

Anderson Landing



ÅBig Beef Creek (large portions, some new)
Å.ÉÃËȭÓ ,ÁÇÏÏÎ ɉSeabeck)
ÅS. Big Beef Harbor
ÅMisery Point spit
ÅSouth Hood Canal Parks 
ÅStavisBay (large portions plus Clark Bay)
ÅPoints on Hood Canal

StavisBay

άΪΫΫ $ÒÁÆÔ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ 3ÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅÓ



ÅBlackjack Creek
ÅCurley Creek (mouth)

ÅHarper Estuary (inside of road)

ÅSouth of Southworth Ferry
ÅN. Driftwood Cove
ÅAnderson Point Park
ÅCounty line at ColvosPassage
ÅNorth and South Blake Island

άΪΫΫ $ÒÁÆÔ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ $ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ 3ÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅÓ

South of Southworth Ferry 



Management Policies - General
ÅȰ4ÈÅÓÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÓÕÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÄÅÔÁÉÌ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄȟɏȣɐ ÔÏ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÃÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÏÃÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÐÌÁÎȢȱ             [WAC 173-26-211(4)(a)(iii)]

Natural Designation Management Policies

ÅSets the stage for which Uses and Modifications are allowed in the Natural 
Designation

ÅWill help guide the Development Standards for the Uses and Modifications



Natural Designation Management Policies

1. Any use that would substantially degrade the ecological 

functions or natural character of the shoreline area should not 
be allowed.



2. The following uses should not be  allowed:

ÅCommercial
ÅIndustrial
ÅNon-water-oriented recreation
ÅRoads, utility corridors and parking areas that can be 
ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ-designated shoreline

Natural Designation Management Policies



Natural Designation Management Policies

3. Single family residential development may be 

allowed as a conditional use if the density  and intensity of 
such use is limited as necessary to protect ecological functions 
and is consistent with the purpose of the environment.



4. Commercial forestry may be allowed as a conditional 

use, provided it meetstheconditions of the State Forest 
0ÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ !ÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÒÕÌÅÓȣ

Natural Designation Management Policies



Natural Designation Management Policies

5. Agricultural uses of a very low intensity nature may 

be consistent ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ 
such use is subject to appropriate limitations or 
ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȣ



Natural Designation Management Policies

6. Scientific , historical , cultural , educational research 

uses, and low -intensity water -oriented recreational 
uses may be allowed provided that no significant 
ecological impact on the area will result



7. New development or significant vegetation removal 

that would reduce the capability of vegetation to perform 
ÎÏÒÍÁÌ ÅÃÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄȣȢ

Natural Designation Management Policies




